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MDCCLXXIX, 


10 the ENGLISH READER. 


E following Charge goes fürch into 
the world with an humble deſire of 

x dez good to the hearts of mankind, eſpe- 
cially of thoſe who are intruſted with che 1 


A 


ſacred 1 9 9 of the miniſtry. 


1 dlitor Aka himself with the hope, 
that all candid allowance will be made for 
any ſtiffneſs, or any other defect of ſtile, 
which may appear therein, on the conſide- 
ration that it is not an ORIGINAL, but a 
tranſlation only; and this made by one, 


who, being a foreigner, would not preſume 


to eſteem. himſelf complete maſter of the 


Engliſh tongue, However, all due care 
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VL To the ENGLISH READER. i 4 : 


has been nen that the . of the . gf 


my be bee and cy delivered. 


| The near ity of FOR qwediſh Chiles 
to that which i is eſtabliſhed by law in this 
Iſland, (perhaps the moſt ſo of any in the 
world, ſhe having retained the epiſcopal 
form of government, and differing but little, 
if at all, in doctrine) inclined the editor 
to think that a tranſlation of this excellent 5 
Charge might not be unacceptable to the 
Engliſh reader. And the benefit which he 
himſelf, as well as many of his acquaint- 
ance, have received from the peruſal of it, 
makes him defirous of thus communicating 
the ſame good to others, by putting into 
their hands this work of a moſt pious and 


venerable character. 


To dh ENGLISH READER. 


He. perſuades himſelf that good men will 
not be haſty to condemn him; nor will 
ſuch as have a proper ſenſe of the weight 
and difhculty of the ſacred office, ſay 
What need of this ?” as they are, with 
the editor, ſenſible of the great need which 
they ſtand in of every aid to aſſiſt them in 


ſo great and momentous an undertaking. 
Recommending it and every reader to. 
the divine acceptance and bleſſing, 


Fam yours, &Cc.. 


THE EDITOR. 


* 


NO DAL CHARGE, &c. 


UR buſineſs at this Synod being West to 
a conclufion, we render our moſt humble 
thanks to God, who, among many other 
mercies, has favoured us with the invaluable treaſure 
of his holy word, and hitherto preſerved the hea- 
venly doctrine in its purity, within our church, 
which, together with the holy ſacraments, are the 
ſure marks of the true viſible church. And it is a 
duty particularly incumbent on the watchmen of 
Zion, to preſerve this precious depoſit intruſted to 
their charge, with the utmoſt care and diligence. 


Me acknowledge at the ſame time, with grateful 
hearts, the goodneſs of the Moſt High, who has 
placed over us a mild, juſt, and pious king; one 
who eſteems it his happineſs to reign over a people. 
that fear God; who encourages godlineſs among his 
ſubjects, as well by his own example, as by his 


5 tender admonitions; ; and at the ſame time has en- 
A | Joined 


w 


. remind en other chereof at our r ſe el 


5 I 2 5 
Sine a 17, to Weben the d . is U 
faithfully and inceſſantly to Jabour-- in; promoting ; 
true chriſtianity; and even given it to us in charge 


by his royal command, that we ſhould mutually = 


- a+ Bs 


* * 


$8, 


* bis is Majeſty” 8 mot gracious a chriſtian £7 
command, the laws of our church, and the duty of 


my office conſtrain me, before we part, to ſpeak, 


not indeed all that I have at heart, and might be 
_ needful; for that would require too much time; 


but ſomething to our mutual edification and encou- 
ragement to a due diſcharge of our office. And this, 
not with words of man's wiſdom, but in 4 bort, 
Plain, and earneſt manner, as in the fi ght of God. I 


am perſuaded that there are gheſe amongſt us, wha, 8 


by the grace of God, have obtained EXPERIMENTAL 
knowledge of theſe matters, and faithfully improve 
the ſame to the benefit of their reſpective congre- 
gations. May the Lord increaſe their number! To 
theſe my ſpeech is not ſo immediately directed. But 
nevertheleſs, a few well-meant hints, and the mutual 
agreement of our thoughts, may ſerve alſo to eſtabliſh 
and confirm them, Phil. iii. 1. - But there are, no 


doubt, ſome, eſpecially among the younger part of 
us, 


7 


© dence, and'earneſtnefs, in the performante of their 


4 the grace of God, do believe his holy word, and 


„ 


us, who, tho they have been ſeriouſly reminded of 
their duties, as well at their ordination, as on other 
. ill: ſtand in need of our exhortations, in 


order to ſtir them up to an unwearied diligence, pru- 


ſacred duties. What I am therefore going to offer 
may ſerve to ſtrengthen ſome, and to awaken and 
convince others; and let that Judge, who reſides in 
every man's breaſt, afterwards determine W 
every one's Wann, 


| 1 obſerved Sifires chat we en oy the invaluable 
bleſſing of the means of ſalvation: But as the **king- 
ce dom of God is only found there, where men, by 


ce Jead a godly life in this world®;” we ſhould greatly 
deceive ourſelves, if we preſently conclude that all 
is well amongſt us, merely becauſe we are orthodox 
in doctrine, when the power of godlineſs, which 
_ ought to be the fruit of divine truth, is found amongſt 
ſo very few: For the decay of (chriſtianity, and its 
lamentable ftate, are univerſally perceived, as the 
_ greateſt part of thoſe who profeſs 'themſelves mem- 
bers of the church, are either openly profane, or 
e, e | 9 
A 2 1 N 


* Luther's Catechiſm, 


F411 


it would be too tedious to enumerate all the cauſes 
; of this declenfion of real chriſtianity. In 
time, none can be d Ut that the chief fault is 
uſually laid to the charge of dur order, whoſe office it 
is to inſtruct others in the way of ſalvation. Such 
cenſures proceed generally from uncharitable and 
Ill-diſpoſed minds, who endeavour to cover their 
on wickedneſs, unbelief, contempt of the ſervice 


PR 


n 


of God, and of the ſacred miniſtry, with the real or "ts, pf 


' f 


imaginary faults and weakneſſes of others; we yet 
have, God be praiſed, many properly-qualified ſer- 
vants of Chriſt, who ſincerely walk in the truth. 
they recommend to others. | 


* Nevertheleſs, we ul. a with grief of heart, con- 
ſeſs, that the charge which is hereby brought againſt 
us, is not without foundation. It ĩs not every mini- 
ſter of the goſpel who duly lays to heart the extent 
and weight of his great office. Were this the caſe, 
much more might be done to the furtherance of the 
kingdom of God our Saviour, and the ſalvation of 
our fellow- creatures, than we uſually ſee to be the 
caſe; neither doth every one of our pofeſſion watch 
over himſelf with that ſtrictneſs, that the world 


uſes in the cenſuring our r conduct. T he ill examples 
| of 


Ry 


dead K „„ „4141/44 


of many clergymen a are 0 many bars againſt- the "* 

power of the doctrine of the imitation of Chriſt, by 
c their holding che truth in unrighteouſneſs *. — 
In ſhort, if the lights of the world always ſhone as 

bright as they ought, and the ſalt of the earth had 
\ _ _.__ not often loſt its ſavour, then the power of darkneſs, 
and the ſtench of corruption, would not be fo great 
as s we find it to be in our time. 


[When the Avec Paul had "I a ! with. 
the Elders; of the Church of Epheſus, at Miletus, 
he gave them this exhortation, that they ſhould 
take heed to themſelves and to all the flock . 
In theſe ſhort words are contained all the. buſineſs 
and duties of the miniſterial office: In the firſt 
place, a miniſter ought to * take heed to himſelf.” 
That this is a moſt indiſpenſable duty, appears from 
thence, that the Spirit of God places it before the 
duties which we owe to the church. He ſpeaks in 
the ſame manner to Timothy, © Take heed unto 
„ thyſelf, and unto thy doctrine +.” Our bleſſed 
Saviour himſelf uſed the ſame method, when he ſaid 
to Peter, and, with him, to all Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel: Wy N thou art converted, ſtrengthen thy 
brethren.” 


* * Rom, i i. 18 ,—+ Acts xx. 28 —＋ 1 Tim. iv. 16 


r 
r 


r 


brethren . ” In another place he alked him chrices 
Simon, Jon of Jonas, loveſt thou me And upon 
Nis affuring him that this was the Cale, he obtained 
the apoſtleſtip; feed my lambs „ Ned my ſheep.” 
And chis proceeds in a naturaf order, grounded on 
the very ſum of the ſecond table of the law, that 
' ©©xye ought to love our neighbours as ourſebves; 

namely, firſt ourſelves, and then our meighbours as 
ourſelves. Conſequently that clergyman, who is 
himſelf unconverted and unconcerned about the ſal- 

vation of his own ſoul, cannot, with true love and 
tenderneſs, care for the converfion of the ſouls of 
others. The words of St. Bernard, to a chriſtian 
' miniſter, are very remarkable: Tu frater, cui 
d firma ſatis propria ſalus nondum eſt, cui caritas 
e adhuc aut nulla eſt, aut adeo tenera & arundinea, 
ut omni flatui 'cedat, omni oredat ſpiritui, omni 
0 cireumferatur vento doctrinæ: Tu inquam ita in 
5 propriis te ipſum ſentiens, quanam dementia, 
Ko quæſo, aliena currare aut ambis aut acquieſcis? 4 
e ee e eee . 32.——-Jchn xx, 15. e 
. 5 bor you, „ Prorber, ae own ſalvation is fo far from being ettablittedd, n= 
that the principle of divine love is ſcarcely diſcernible in you; at leaſt is ſo 
weak and feeble, that it yields to every blaſt, believes every ſpirit, and is 
carried about by every wind of doctrine : What madneſs mult it be in you, 


who know that this is a juſt deſcription of the ſtate of your own ſoul, to 
pleaſe yourſelf with the idea of guarding the ſouls of others, or at all to court 


| ſo weighty a charge? 


i - 
\ w_— 
» „ 
* 0 l . 


Solon 


1 2 1 
And i in conſequence of theſe words in the Song of 
they made me keeper of the vineyards, 


N 7 


60 but mine on vineyard have I not kept *.” He 


: 4; ſharp! * reproves humiclt for Having under taken the 


care. of the fouls, of others, and neglected his own. 
L muſt, he adds farther, wonder at the raſhneſs 


<0 on thoſe men, who: intrude into the labour of the 
1 5 « Lord's vineyard, whilſt their own is over-run with 


« thorns and thiſtles.” Even an heathen has faid, 
« Non eſt cadentis alium erigere T: one who is 
ſunk into the mire of ſin cannot lift up another 
from chend; nor one that is n alleep awake 


Thus the proverb alledged by our Saviour, phy- 


e ſician heal thyſelf 4, is chiefly applicable to 


ſpiritual phyſicians, who mult firſt begin with them- 


ſelves, if they expect to be ſucceſsful in the cure of 


others. It is true, that the ſaving power of the 
means of grace doth not. depend on the Miniſter ;— 
that our weakneſs and unbelief cannot hinder God's 
faithfulneſs ;—that the converſion of men is always 


Lon own. work.; and that we, who are called 


Sol. Song, i. 6. 4 workers 


+ He who himſelf is falling cannot raiſe up another. I Luke iv. 23. 


TIM 


« labourers,” are only inſtruments. in 
hand, becauſe God ſpeaks by 
is our duty, not only to kn" 2 


to our charge, are to walk; that is to fay, we are 
to join to our knowledge ſpiritual experience. 


A living knowledge is requiſite here, to the end 


that our teſtimony may conſiſt not in word only, 


but in power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much 


aſſurance *. One cannot deſire men to travel an 


unknown road without a good guide, nor to venture 


to ſea without an experienced pilot, who has been 
expoſed to ſtorms and tempeſts, and knows the 
right courſe, as well as the dangerous coaſts and 


rocks : After the ſame manner ought we, in regard 


to the cure of ſouls, to be enabled to ſay with truth, 


« We ſpeak that we do know, and teſtify that we 


«have ſeen +.” Human nature is generally much 
the ſame. A converted miniſter knows by his own 
experience in what manner he ſhould treat his 
hearers in different circumſtances, as if he poſſeſſed 
a * to their hearts. Having learned to know his 


? x TheG. i 5. John i, r. On 


= aniithers” together with God and his fellow- 
us almighty _ 
* us. © Nevertheleſs . 
id teach, but alſo 
to know EXPERIMENTALLY the way of ſalvation, , 
in which we, together with the ſouls committed 


— —— _ ks * 


JJ 7 1. wo: 9 
„ -- aa. imperfections, — the abomination of ſin, and the 
4 | deceitfulitc of the human mind; and calling to 
| „„ remembrance by what means he himſelf was moved 
FF and awakened, how his eyes were opened to ſee the 
. NF | fituation of his own ſoul ;—what ſtrengthened and 
8: 1 1 comforted him under weakneſſes and temptations ;— 
. yea, what encouraged him to increaſe in godlineſs, 
 &e,—he i is the more enabled to help and to counſel 
nis hearers i in ſimilar caſes. 


"The nerelfty of the converſion of a miniſter ap- 
Pears farther, when we conſider our bounden duty 
ofß giving light to the world, by an edifying walk, 
| ferious deportment, and holy life. Men are general- 
ty influenced by examples: And they ſeek, eſpecially 
in the conduct of their miniſters, either an encou- 
ragement to virtue, or abuſe it to a confirmation of 
their vices. Thus, the offenſive lives of miniſters 
become ſtumbling- blocks. Allowing that the mi- 
niſter's example alone is not ſufficient to guide the 
hearers into the right way, yet it impreſſes on their 
minds a deep reſpect for, and gives them an exalted 
idea of true chriſtianity. A faithful miniſter's life 
and converſation are a conſtant leſſon to them. 
* Scarce 


Scaree a day 4 in REY his 3 dothin not 
ſuppreſs ſome vice, or at leaſt conſtrain it to hid 2 
itſelf; infuſes into the mind ol *another to 

be changed, and ſupplies ſttehgth to 
to run his race towards eternity. A holy c ch 
_ dwelling on the countenance of ſuch. a' fe wa 
Chriſt, —contentment of mind, the.conſtant aſſociate 
of inward peace and innocence, force likewiſe from 
the moſt obdurate ſinner, a ſecret bluſh > ſilent 
confeſſion, that godlineſs ſill exiſts on earth, and 
that the friends of God are ee in this life the: 


ny pPF people. - 


But, on- the contin. Me a the life of Pk mini- Y 
ſter does not tally with his doctrine, when he is not - 
only a filent ſpectator, but likewiſe a countenancer 
and partaker of the depraved morals of his hearers, 
when they diſcover their own faults and ſinful in- 
clinations in his conduct, he may indeed for a ſeaſon 
pleaſe them, ſo that they may even deſire his com- 
pany; but few, I am perſuaded, would prefer the 

attendance of ſuch an one on their dying beds, and to- 
leave this world under his paſtoral care. And in pro- 
_ ceſs of time, the more a miniſter endeayours to con- 


— 


'S 


E 
+” form himſelf to the children of this world; the more 
he ſubjects himſelf. to their contempt and cenſures; 
His wrong conduct becomes the moſt uſual enter- 
_ taining ſubject of their converſation and ridicule. 
But what is ſtill worſe, they are ſtrengthened in 


their vices by his miſconduct; they think that they 


may, without danger, follow a guide who ought to 


| know better than themſelves, and to be better ac- 


quainted with what religion commands or forbids. 


Every ſting of conſcience is thereby repelled, and 
vices dilate and ſpread themſelves like a deluge: 
And what conſequences does the ungodly heart de- 
duce from theſe things reſpecting the goſpel? Alas! 
they conclude either that it is falſe, and an inven- 
tion of men,—or,—ſo high that it is impoſſible to 


live conformably thereto. A miniſter that is un- 


converted and polluted: with fins; is deſtitute of 


ſtrength, power, and boldneſs in reproving and 
convincing others. With what zeal can he expoſe 


| thoſe ſins, which he hugs in his own boſom ? His 


| preaching muſt be dead, faint, 'and forced, whilſt he 


refutes by his morals the truths which he teaches. 


The converſion of the: miniſter; as well as his 
ah ing N and, by grace, _ walk, are 
5 3 ſo 


60 ann to the ech fo eſſential to the fucceſs- | 
ful diſcharge of the ſacerdotal office; ſo full of Ray 
fort to himſelf, that he, above all things, ought. td 5 
attend thereto; and conſtantly eep in his view the ? 
exhortation of the apoſtle, © Exerciſe thyſe f unto; 
* godlineſs . O! that we all were of the number 1 
of ſuch: faithful ſervants of Chriſt ! Let us firſt ex- 
perience the ways and operations of the Spirit of 
God on our own ſouls; and when we afterwards, 
from ſuch ex perience, teach and direct others, we 
ſhall ſoon perceive that the word of God will prove 
a two-edged ſword in our hands againſt the ſtrong 
man armed, and obferve the glorious ſeals which 
God will give to our miniſtry, and the bleſſings 
with which he will crown our endeavours. 555 


I ＋ long as ſuch] miniſkers are, | las! fo ING is 
ſecond part which the apoſtle requires of us, viz. 
« the taking heed to all the flock,” or the ſpecial 
eure of ſouls, is frequently but imperfectly attended 
to. This becomes a mere taſk-work, an opus ope- 
ratum , negligently undertaken, and careleſsly exe- 
ceuted. The caſe with ſuch clergymen, generally, 
7 is—that they drudge through the office preſcribed | 

1 Tim. n „ 11 5 in 

1 The bare external ls abtratted * all regard to \ the inward principle. 


b I 13 1 
in the laws. of the church, and tell the prople : 
they preach. receive the confeſſion 

niniſter the ſacraments, viſit 
5 all the reſt, they think, 


jw 1 905 een themſelves. clear and 
blameleſs, ;and lay the fault ſecretly on God as not 
doing his part: On the contrary, it is undeniable, 
that if the office be diſcharged as it ought, viz. 
« As of ſincerity, as of God, in the ſight. of God in 
« Chriſt *, the bleſſing. will not be wanting to 
attend the word. But 5 the ſaving effects thereof 5 
do not appear, then it is highly neceſſary for the 
| miniſter to. examine, whether the chief cauſe there 
of be not in himſelf. In particular, there i is often 
à very great defect in that ſpecial cure of ſouls, 
which requires © to ſtren gthen the diſeaſed, to heal 
* 73.00 the ſick, to bind up the broken,. to bring back 

« thoſe that are driven away, and to ſeek the loſt+.” 
Theſe are duties equally incumbent on a miniſter _ 
as the. public functions; ſo that when the latter are 


done, the former. ſhould by no means. be left un- 
done. 


2 Cor. ii. 17. Ezek. xxxiv. 4. 


1 50 8] = of 

mn the mean-time many reſt in a miſerable . 
dence, and very well ſatisſied with themſelves; and 
when they are at any time remindled and W 
concerning their duty, they inſiſt upon 1 85 | 
can juſtly blame them;—that they have | 0 
Preſerved their hearers love and good opinion; 50 b 
are well ſatisfied with their outward diligence and 
public performances. And becauſe Mew are ſatisfied 
with them, they imagine Gop muſt be ſo too; but 
even many of theſe moſt certainly form a different 
judgment of us, when we in good earneſt do our 
8 duty, if we pull away, from under the heads of ſin- 
ners, the pillows of their i imaginary ſelf· righteouſ- 
neſs on which they reſt without repentance; if we 
begin to touch the ſores of ſin, and lay open their 
hearts full of ſecurity and hypocriſy; becauſe fer 
hearers are now of the fame mind with him of old, 
who aid, © Illius doctoris vocem libenter audio, qui 
« non fibi plauſum, ſed mihi planctum moveat.” * 
Men are now ready to ſay of the miniſter's exhorta- 
tions, what the diſciples ſaid of our Lord's, “ T his 
«4 is a hard d ſaying, who can bear Pc” RT Te, 


In 


— 


k hear with pleaſure that preacher, whoſe aim is, not to excite applauſe 
for himſelf, but inward contrition in 22y heart,——F John vi. 60, 


\ 


* * 


| « God *?” 


E 
In this reſpect it is very necallary for every one to 
Kearch his own. heart before the Lord, and weigh 
in the balance of the ſanctuary, whether he 
all weight which he, according to 


really be of that 


the judgment of others and that of his own mind, 
bas perſuaded himſelf that he is. We ought care- 

fully to find out our own defects, how far we may | 
| be wanting in the living knowledge of the ways of 
God, in the right dividing his word, in the zealous 
| diſcharge of our office, in a ſpiritual hunger after 
the ſalvation of ſouls, in boldneſs to ſpeak the truth 

without fear of man, and ſuch other points. And 


in order to make a full. diſcovery of our faults, it is 


highly incumbent on us, by fervent prayer, to im- 


plore the eye- ſalve, through the illumination of 
the Holy Ghoſt ; and afterwards, by the aſſiſtance 


of God, endeavour to amend the faults which we, 
no doubt, muſt diſcover: to be very numerous in us. 
What will it avail us, if, when we are pleaſing to 
men, we are diſpleaſing to God? if whilſt they praiſe 


he condemn us? yea, if whilſt the whole world 
applaud our gifts, our future judge ſhould ſay to us, 


=_ Thou haſt a name that thou liveſt, but thou art 


dead; I have not found thy works perfect before 


\: ® Rev. lite: 75.8: | 1 


$ IG . 


Dur province is to 5 our hearers | to a | true $ | 
| Knowledge of chriſtianity.” The litefa N 
But lines of the building, but not the po ket 
 Huilding itfelf, which ought" to be erected. It | 
very neceſſary that an hiſtorical light of e 5 
truths be diffuſed amon 8 our hearers: but all 1 
perfect, as long as Chriſt himſelf, who is the way} | 
the truth, and the life, is not known and glorified | 
zn their ſouls. The whole of our divinity ought to 
dea knowledge of the truth unto godlineſs +.* 
. Mere knowledge puffeth up .“ When the mi- 
_niſter ſtops ſhort there, and is ſatisfied therewith, 
then men chooſe falſe Teſting-places in the letter of 
the word, believing every thing to be very well; 
and when an outward moral life is ſuperadded, per- 
fuade themſelves that they are really good chriſtians. 
The chief point of our labour muſt therefore be, 
that theory may be attended with practice; 3 that 
the kingdom of Chriſt may be eſtabliſhed in the 
Hearts of our hearers, and their wills and lives be 
L 5 for the better. et (ie pin e 


* 1 
2 +4 by £3 — 8 * 5 14 * Ms * 734 1 a . KS, [4 * * 
11 tie a . a 
* 


A. clergyman who bas the mind off Chrig, and is 
- conſtrained by his love, ſpares neither pain nor la- 
Sour herein. He employs himſelf eſpecially with 


"ad OE t Tit. i. 1 : cor. vii 1. 3 the 


| Ly - £1! 
dhe youth, and endeavours, whilſt their minds are 

_ (ſtill pliable, - to implant true chriſtianity in Wen, 
He converſes frequently in a fatherly and familiar 
manner with them, about Gop, their ſalvation, and 

_ {ſpiritual things. He inquires whether they under- 

ſtand what they read. He forms many queſtions 

out of one; changes the queſtion, and uſes them to 

anſwer with their own, though more e words. 


25 When the RA have ſo learned 4 know chriſti- A 
anity, and got a right inſight into the connexion of 3 
the economy of grace, the effect will be, that tho 
in old age they ſhould not retain the words in their | 
memory, yet the ſubſtance thereof will be preſerved 2 
in their hearts ; then will they more eaſily under- 
ſtand the preaching of the word to their own benefit. 
It ſhould be the moſt earneſt endeavours of the mi- 
niſters of the goſpel to excite in their hearers a 
ſpiritual reliſh, exerciſe, and experience of what 
they are taught; and that they be moved by the 
word .of God, and have a deſire after the grace of 
God ; a change of the mind; and that ſome token 
of ſpiritual life may be perceived among them. 


$ 
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None cult be admitted for the firſt time to che 
iſe of amendment 


Lord s ſupper, upon a mere promi 


and reformation, and — he — well grounded iin. 


the knowledge of ſalvation 3 dince experience fes, 


that ſuch promiſes are ſeldom kept, and bus” | 


and wickedned : are NG Ons - 


ES 6 j 


Bet my office calls upon le 


few words concerning our preaching and public: c 
ple. That time is long fince 


diſcourſes to the peo 
elapfed, when the en without examination and. 


oppoſition 8 received every thing the prieft advanced 


in the pulpit as divine truth: Our times are more 
enlightened and critical; ſo that, in caſe the mini- 


ter, be imprudent and careleſs, take away or add 
any ching to the word of God, or commit any other 


error, he will ſoon find ſevere judges, and may, in- 


ſtead of edification, cauſe great hurt and offenee. 


In the firſt place, his perſon loſes reſpect; and 


if his perſonal faults are charged on the doctrine, 


his office muſt ſuffer thereby. And then there is 


but one ſtep farther to infidelity, ſcepticiſm, and 
contempt of © religion itſelf, to which our free 
thinkers and evil times too much incline. The moſt 


* n. ougnt to be ſo handled, that they 


may 


; 
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| * convince and n the mind, and and an 
2 that nn — wearineſs, and Je 


1 wall Rh means * . 
preaching with careleſs prating and talking, often 
about things which little or nothing at all concern 
the faving of ſouls ; bat a devout and careful pre- 
paration is requiſite. If we are to © give an account 
4 to God for every idle word * how much more 
for our words in that place, where nothing ought _ 
to be ſpoken, ** but that which is good to the uſe 
< of edifying, that it may miniſter grace unto the 
* hearers +.” He, therefore, that ſhall exhort in 
Chriſt's ſtead, ought to ſpeak God's word ain a 
manner ſuitable to the dignity of his office, and the 
: greatneſs of that Lord, whoſe ambaſſador he is ; 
conſequently with ſerious, emphatical, and forcible 
words, with divine zeal and the fire of the Spirit, 
who is able, according to the nature of the Subject, 
to make powerful impreſſions on the minds of the 


hearers, 


C2 ; | — Sm 


* Matt, ii. 36.— Eph. iv. 29. 


4 ad -]* 
A ſet of men, confident of their learning and 
deep penetration, have, in our days, introduced a 
- philoſophical and moral method of preaching z' con- 
fiſting herein, that they either only or chiefly incul- 
Cate. moral duties. Theſe ſeem to pride themſelves 
in the entire omiſſion, or very ſeldom making men- 
tion, of the precious name of J ES US, which is; 
however, the only name given unto men whereby 
ce we muſt be ſaved *“; and in whom are hid alt 
te the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge; or in 
| ſeldom or never quoting a text of ſcripture, which 
words are, nevertheleſs, <* ſpirit and life . Free 


thinkers, who ſuppoſe it is equally the ſame what 


religion or doctrinal ſyſtem people embrace, if they 
only follow the dictates of natural morality, cannot 
be diſſatisfied with ſuch miniſters: : But it is neither 
reaſon nor worldly wiſdom, but the © ſpirit” and 
power of God that can quicken; —Chriſtianity' muſt 
not begin with a holy life, but with faith: for that 
alone is the ground of a virtuous and holy life.. 
Make the tree good, and the fruit will be good 
* alſo|].” Therefore that ſaying is well founded, 
Ibi non recte vivitur, ubi non recte creditur.” 
| There can be no holy life where there i is not a true 5 
faith. | 
” Sd 


* 405 ir. 12,—+ Col. ii, 3.——+ John vi. 86 Matt. xii. 33. 
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125 miniſter, wht has experienced, in his « own foul, 
we method: of grace, which God makes uſe of in 
the converſion of a poor ſinner, poſſeſſes, inſtead of 
the pride of reaſon and his own conceit, a humble 
and contrite heart. He has obtained that wiſdom 
« which-is from above *, and * the tongue of the 
26 learned; fo that he knows how to ſpeak Ca word 
40 in ſeaſon to him that is weary +.” He ſhews 


| fouls the way in which he himſelf has walked, viz. 


Repentance from dead works, and faith in our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt; and this in a clear pathetic manner, 


with a manly and moving eloquence, which pro- 


ceeds from a thorough knowledge of the matters 
which he treats. of; and a flaming zeal for the fal- 


vation of. the. ſouls. of his hearers. He imitates: 


the doctrine and example of. St. Paul: « And I, 


« brethren, when I came to you, came not with 


5; wenne of ſpeech, or of wiſdom, declaring unto: 


«-you-the teſtimony of God: For 1 determined not 


to know any thing among you, fave Jeſus Chriſt, 


<.and him crucified 1.“ Here we ſee an apoſtolic, 


TW Fo * 


the beſt and moſt bleſſed, method of preaching ; for 


what he has ſaid: to us, . Be followers together of 


me e, muſt be underſtood, not only concerning 
| his. 


* Tames ii, 17; —+ Ifa, J. 4 — x Cor. ii, x, 2.— ] Phil. iii, 17. 


tal 
| bis + lit converfition; But Iikswiſe tis manner 
of preithibg. Our ſermons ought not merely te 
confiſt in an exegetical Explication of the text; but 
the Principal thing is, the heetful application to the 
wth The text ought Xo be a magazine whened | 
= ſorts of wea eapons are taken, to conquer the king 
om of firkneſs ; and ſpiritual ock, which tlie 
Ser ouglit ogSilojucs *, *, ſo to divide ant fetve'up; 
that every one receive his proper portion, otherwiſe = 
they leave the chürch as empty and hungry 8 they 
Lame thither. Having acquired a neceſſary know 
| ledge, eſpecially of the holy Scriptures, à miniſter 
derives his beſt ſiepport its the-pulpit, from conſtant 
| converſe with God, by prayer and meditation, a total 
ſurrender of hitzſelf to his enlightening and ſanctify- 
ing grace, «i ths anvincitigthat teaches us all things}},” 
Fpiritual experience and acquaintance with the Rats 
of the ſouls of the keaters, and an inward deſire 


10 bring them to the erjoyment of falvation, By 


| Theſe means he obtains a great tote of uſeful and 
| edifying dodtines ; ſo that the diſcourſes begun 


Juitable to the audience, confiſting of plain, but 
powerful words, which penetrate into the were of 


che hearers. The dance explication of the text 


*2 Tim. it ll, 15 —1 I John i ü. 27. may 
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May I be * tz Me the ſcripture becomes what 
It is in itſelf, . profitable far doctrine, ' for reproaf, 


1 correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, #” 
By ſuch a method of preaching,. awakenings and 


true converſions. are effected amongſt the hearers; 
they are ſtirred up, ſtrengthened, and conducte . 
from one ſtep to another in the way of ſalvation, | 


From one 8 8 of the chriſtian life to another. 
Bot a clergyman doth by no means full his 
obligations towards the whole flock by the public 
diſcharge . of his office,. he ought alſo to. have pri: 
vately a ſpecial care over every ſoul committed to 
His charge. Our Saviour did not only teach in 
public, but likewiſe in private houſes . The 
fame did alſo the Apoſtles: They publiſhed the 
word likewiſe, a] ons, Þ. as it were from houſe to 
houſe. —But it is very melancholy in. our times, 


that opportunities, if even ſought, are ſo ſeldom 


allowed a miniſter to inform himſelf, by a familiar 
converſation, of the ſtate of the ſouls of his hearers. 


On the death- bed, indeed, he is admitted; but even 


then,. by. a hurtful Pe and d careleſſneſs, gene- 
| | * 


0 2 Tim. lit, 1 Luke: x. 455 . , Ld Adds xx. 20. 


ö 


ks 1 : 


rally o * that the ſick already finds 1 1185 2 | | : 
| threſhold of mane oh when ſcarce hays govt be... , 1 


done. | 


8 f 


> 


In. the mean-time, viſitation" 'of houſes are of 
inexpreſble uſe in the cure of ſouls : : For, in "the 
firſt place, a miniſter learns the fituation of e erer) 
individual, and can „call his ſheep by name,” 
which our Saviour ſhews to be the characteriſtic of 
a true ſhepherd * We are then enabled to give, to 

every one in particular, a ſuitable portion as we find 
he ſtands i in need of it. . hoſe that err may be re- 
claimed; the ſtubborn reproved ; the ignorant in- 
Rructed: the dejected encouraged; and the afflicted : nd 

. comforted ; and the miniſter qualified « to' be all By 2 
things to all men, that = mx by. all means 19 75 . 
40 e ＋.— 


* 


* 
* 


During ſuch Gmiliar converſations many obſtacles 
are diſcovered, which the enemy throws in the way, „ 
to hinder the reception and operation of the word. „„ 
Hidden ſins, prejudices, ſuperſtitions, vain excuſes, „ . 
and ſubterfuges, come to the miniſter's knowledge, 5 . 

which when known are the eaſter removed. | 


* jon x. g-—+ xCor.ix. a4. On = 


3 
7 
5 
7 
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| ſtrong and the weak ones in the congregation. 


Qt 25 1 | 
On the other hand, he then perceives on whom 


* word of God has made an impreſſion and effect- 
ed ſome good, and learns to diſtinguiſh between the 


When a hearer falls ſick he can the better be 65 


for, the ſtate of his ſoul being known beforehand. 
At ſuch viſitations of the ſick, the maſters and 
miſtreſſes of the families may very ſuitably be in- 
formed in what manner they ought to perform their 


family devotions in their houſes, their children and 


domeſtics admoniſhed to attend the ſame, and di- 


rected to edifying books, and how they may be uſed. 


At length the miniſter, if not preſently, yet after 
ſome time, gains the affection and confidence of his 


-hearers, when they plainly ſee how tenderly and 


_ earneſtly he is concerned about their everlaſting. 


e 


It is „ of aus that if the inder | 
will obtain theſe ends, he muſt be of a fatherly de- 


portment; his ſeriouſneſs muſt be blended with 


meekneſs ; he muſt make no difference between the 


houſe of the opulent and the cottage of the indigent; 
and with words and deeds convince his beet that 


he OT” ſeeks the welfare of their ſouls, and nothing 
DE. _ 


"TS 


ale that belongs to them; for which wiſer he | 


mould carefully avoid being at all burdenſome to. 
5 them on theſe occaſions. Dur catechetical exercites 


nany "reſpects not properly 


are very uſeful, but in mi 


adapted, nor ſufficient. Amongſt other things * 


might be objected, that theſe things require too 


much time. But a willing mind makes all ere 
eaſy; and the number of holidays being diminiſhed, 

by authority, gives greater leiſure, than formerly, to. 

employ ourſelves in theſe and other ena _ 


erciſes amongſt our r congregations. 5 


e 


: But I muſt ſieve in and. that” whitevic a 
miniſter undertakes to do in the duties of his call- 
ing, he muſt firſt ſeek to attain fervency of ſoul, if 


he will kindle the hearts of his hearers : For this 


he muſt fetch down fire from heaven by. devout: 


| ſupplication ; and he ſhould never engage in any 


exerciſe of his function, in which the blefling and. 
power of God are ſo highly neceflary on the human 


heart, without earneſtly calling upon him. The con- 
ſolation and ſtrength. | of a miniſter lie in prayer : 


Thereby hinderances are removed, the labour caſed | 


and ſanctified, ſo that the deſired end is obtained. 


He ought likewiſe diligently to teach and admonith 
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is hearers n to pray to God, as well 10 is 
_ as for themſelves, t that he may vouchſafe to open 
their hearts to receive the life-giving word: It 18 
| incumbent on him to explain to them the neceſſity, 


importance, and, uſe of ptayer, as well in theſe as 
1 other caſes, and that without it their own dili- 
gence and the labour of preaching may be employed 
in vain. That the power of God's word is ſo ſeldom 
exerted in our degenerate times, proceeds ir in a great 
meaſure from a neglect of ſuch prayers. | 


4 


In the e and all other branches 
of our duty, we ought not to be ſlothful in buſi- 
4 neſs *; but to uſe all diligence and aſſiduity, 
even though our old Adam ſhould thereby be in- 
commoded: always remembering, that every one 
ſhall render a ſtrict account to God, both of himſelf 
and of his ſtewardſhip. We muſt not before the 
time ſhake off the yoke from our ſhoulders, but we 
| ought to do good whilſt we have time, and not grow 


RE. weary. The example of our bleſſed Redeemer en- 
| „ courages us herein: For when he came to ſeek and 
| | to ſave that which was loſt, he neglected no opportu- 
- - nity, and ſhunned no difficulties; no not even death 
| Ds -:. 25 e. 
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itſelf. St. Paul ſays, concerning himſelf: For 
"Of though I preach the goſpel, I have nothing to 
« glory of: for neceſſity is laid upon me; yea wi 


goſpel. For if I 


« is unto me if I preach 1 not th 


« do this thing willingly, 1 have 2 reward; but if 


* againſt my will, a e * 115 goſpel D 
8 committed unto me . | 


If we facrifice life 5 ſtrength in imitating ſuch 
diligence, they are well ſpent: For whoever, in 
ſuch a manner, and for the Saviour's ſake, loſes 


« his life, ſhall find it +.” The words of Auguſtine 


are worthy our attention: Qui per alium- officio 
*«© male defungitur, in ſua propels perſons condem- 
4 nabitur 1. 78 | 


* 


A 


But fay 3 « the people are hard and obſtinate; 


e almoſt all are going aſtray. Wickedneſs increaſes, 


« and men's morals become more and more corrupt.“ 
This lamentable evil is looked upon as incurable. 


* x Cor. ix. 16, 17.—1 Matt. xvi. 25. expoſe 


He who ky diſcharges a truſt by proxy in this world, ſhall in the 
next · be condemned. in en. 


There are ſome miniſters who quite deſpair and 
give all up for loſt. They think that, with all their 
| eee they ſhall effect nothing, that they only 


— 
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Expoſe themſelves to-many vexations. Thus a fear 
to attack rooted prejudices and common vices; a 
reſpect of perſons and a carnal prudence, choke that 
concern and care ſo neceſſary i in a miniſter, or induce 
him to chooſe à mi ſo that he on the one 

hand oppoſes the eee of men, but ſtill in ſuch 
ga gentle and imperfect manner, that he is ſure of not 
forfeiting their friendſhip and good opinion: But 
| = theſe very reaſons, inſtead of making dejected, ought 

to awaken.and double the zeal, care, and labour of 
the miniſter. True it is, if we conſider. ourſelves, 


we ſhall find reaſon enough to loſe our courage en- 


tirely. But let us never fix limits to the mercy of 
_ God, or doubtiof. the power of grace on the moſt 
obdurate heart. Great things are performed by the 
weakeſt inſtruments ;. and who knows whether it 
be not God's deſign, that his glory ſhall ſhine the 
clearer through thoſe obſtacles which appeared un- 


WT ſarmountable to us. 


The depravity, ſo much complained of in our 
times, is not ſo abſolute and univerſal as people 
generally apprehend. We know many congregations 

among us, where, by the grace of God and the mini- 


* faithful labours, open Profaneneſs, inſtead of 
* ; 
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| being univerſal, is ans to be ſcen; anda A ſcanda- | 
lous finner, if found, is marked out and beheld by all 

others with contempt and abhorence; where godli - 
neſs is reſpected; where the hegrers rejoice their r mi- 
niſters, by their good underſtanding in divine know- 
ledge, by their frequent and devout uſe of the means = 
of grace, and by their (at leaſt in the eyes of men) 
innocent and inoffenſive lives; and where no out- 
ward hinderances and oppoſition lie in the way, 
when a miniſter labours to effect the true > converſion 
of the people. 


But if we happen to fall among ſuch who deſpiſe 
Chriſtianity and Religion, either from a fancied 
depth of reaſon, or, which is generally the caſe, 
from the impulſe of a depraved heart; who extol 
vices and defend errors; to whom true virtue is un- 
known, the language of piety diſagreeable, the 
preſence of a clergyman odious: In a word, where 
the word of God is bound and ſet at nought; there 
indeed great wiſdom and prudence are required of 
the miniſter, on the one hand not to throw pearls 
before ſwine, and on the other not to ſet aſide the 
duty of his office. We muſt never eſteem the moſt 
impudent finners, who pretend to be proof againſt 
vary 


1a] 


every reproof, unworthy of our care, viſit them 
with reluctance, or quite abandon them to their 


: Hardened minds: But the increaſe of their wicked= 


neſs and repeated oppoſition ought to double our 


patience, our prayers, and our labour. It is our 
duty, as did the apoſtles. at the command of Chriſt, 


to caſt out the net. anew, though we have long 
laboured in vain. Though we ſee no effect of our 
ö e yet we have the comfort of having done 


hat we could for God's glory. He does not always 
comfort his ſervants with a ſpeedy and viſible ſuc- 


ceſs, to the end that they may not aſcribe to them- 


ſelves what only depends on his grace. We know 
not his Hidden ways. He has his times and ſea- 
ſons, and the heavenly ſeed, his holy word, can _ 
etz grow and ment. 5 


It is our part allipendly to ſow and to water, to 
preach the word; to be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of 
ſeaſon; ** to reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long- 


« ſuffering and doctrine *; but it is God that muſt 


give the increaſe, and form a new creation in the 
hearts of men. 


; | * . Tim. iv. 2 | | | Be 2. 
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Be it . that the world will: not, ac b 
but rather blame and hinder ſuch faithfulneſs in our 
office, as we have no deſcribed, yet it cannot rob N 

us of that comfort, that there ãs one in heaven, who 

ſays, I know thy works, and charity, and ſerxice. 
1e and faith, and thy patience-ſ; and Who, in mercy, 

will remember us in the day of general — K 
= Many of our hearers,- if we duly care for them, will, 

thank us whilſt-living, in the hour of death, yea in a | 
happy. been and there be our crown pk ae 1 

on muſt now give me . to * one word f 
more * to ourſelves. ..... rity 


* ; — 
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f A en which Br Adivered. at the beginn 

ning of this ſynod; ſomething was:ſaid concerning 

the ufefulneſs of the clergy forming well- regulated 

aſſociations among themſelves. It were greatly to HEE 

be wiſhed: that-. thoſe - miniſters, who live in the - 

neighbourhood: of each other, would. occafionaly — | 
meet together in brotherly love towards each other; 

not from any. carnal or worldly motive, but to mu- 
tual edification, and to encourage each other in the 110 * 

faithful diſcharge of their office. Iron ſharpeneth VI, 


«iron, ſo a man ſharpeneth the countenance of his 


t Rer. ii. 19. IF friend.“ | 


53 7 
ce * The che, of the primitive Church, 


mentioned in the Acts of the Apoſtles Þ, is a great 


and weighty matter, and ought to be an example to 
us, that © we alſo be like minded, having the fame 


love, being of one accord, of one mind 4. God 


bas diftributed to each his proper gifts, to the edi- 


fication of the Church of Chrift. Thefe we ſhould, 


communicate to each other. We minifters of the 
poſpet are, in this reſpect, in a worſe ſituation than 
other men; that we feldom are ſtirred up and re- 


minded by others, of what concerns the ſtate of our 


oven fouls: But in thefe familiar affociations the 
miniſters may, with peculiar propriety, mutually 
encourage each other to faith, love, and good works. 


and cafes of conſcience, may there be confidered ; 


_ edifyihg contemplations on ſele& parts of the Holy 


Scriptures may be prepared, and much good effected 
by converfations, diſquifitions, and united delibera- 
tions. We know that there are ſuch ſelect affocia- 
tions of miniſters, of our communion in different 


places abroad, and how uſeful and advantigeous they 


E So. have 
M0 Prov. xxvii. 7— Ch. i. 14.— f Phil. ii. 2.— 2 Tim. i. 6. 


wrote , blow np, kindle into a full fame, and 


The concerns of the reſpective churches, as well as 
of the miniſters, together with cafual occurrences, 
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E have e. From them we derive,” th ane 
things, thoſe excellent productions relative to the 
due and faithful diſcharge of the ſacerdotal office, 
which have of late = bj{þcd. 


* - 


Dans as Fol may be brenda ch, 8 Aiffculies, 
on account of the great diſtance the greateſt part of 
the pariſhes are from each other, I would now only 
moſt affectionately intreat the Reverend Rural Deans 
and Rectors, if there be any who, without being put 
in remembrance, omit it, that the former at their 
_ viſitations narrowly inſpect and inculcate theſe. ne- 
ceſſary matters; and that the reſt of the elergy, each 
in his reſpective pariſh, frequently conſult his fel- 
low-labourers, and in a friendly and ſerious manner 
encourage them, eſpecially the younger part, to dili- 
gence and faithfulneſs; and to aſſiſt them with 
need ful counſel and Pes, and by diſtributing goo 

books et them. UE 


1 I hare already taken up too much o your : 
time: 95 | 
Therefore, finally, my brethren, I commend 
cc you to God, and to the word of his Brace, which 
| a 563 18 


. the dead our Lord Jeſus, that great ſhepherd of 
«© the ſheep, through the blood of the everlaſting 


«© covenant, make you perfect in every good work 


e whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.“ 


L393 


K c is able to build you up, and to give you : an niet =_ 
. tance among all them which are fanctified.” 


cc Now the God of peace that dende again from 


* to do his will, working in you that which is well- 
« pleaſing in his fight, through Jeſus Chriſt; to 
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